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Is there: neally anly ane: hneed! im beefl cattletoody.?




Carcass and meat
consistency may
disappear after the
hide comes off




NUMEROUS studies have
demonstrated the
advantages of
crossbreeding




Advantage of a Crossbred Calf

: Observed

Trait
Improvement

Calving rate, % 3.2
Survival to weaning, 14
%
Birth weight, Ib. 1.7
Weaning weight, Ib. 16.3
ADG, Ib./d .08

Yearling weight, Ib. 29.1

lAdapted from Cundiff and Gregory, 1999.
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Advantage of a Crossbred Cow

Trait Shesiui % Heterosis
Improvement

Calving rate, % 3.5 3.7

Survival to weaning, 3 15

%

Birth weight, Ib. 1.6 1.8

Weaning weight, Io.  18.0 3.9

Longevity, yr. 1.36 16.2

Cow Lifetime Production:

No. Calves 97 17.0

Cumulative Wean.

Wt. Ib. 600 25.3

1Adapted from Cundiff and Gregory, 1999



10 reasons crossbreeding is not readily used
Il n todayos beef 1| ndu:

A Industry's predilection for single -trait selection focusing
on "bligger |1 s Dbetter.n

A Measuring outputs is more meaningful than measuring
Inputs -- and easier.

A Uniform phenotypes for qualitative traits (such as color)
have a distinct and real marketing advantage that's
difficult to prove.

A Heterosis is difficult to visualize and even more difficult
to measure -- longevity, morbidity, livability, age at
puberty, lifetime productivity.



10 reasons crossbreeding is not readily used
Il n todayos beef 1 nd

A Presentation of complicated crossbreeding systems as
"normal practice" to diverse cattle operations, especially
the countless small beef herds in the U.S.

A A penchant by-product of service suppliers to tell
producers how to modify their environment in order to
"get heavier calves, higher percent calf crop and more
t ot al pounds. n

Historically, an active resistance to crossbreeding from
some purebred producers and, in some cases, breed
associations.

Inappropriate use of breed diversity.

Our industry and university systems have focused on
Individual trait measurement for more than 50 years.
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