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Grass-fed beef

1. Define the product we want 
to produce

2. Design a system with our 
resources

2.1. Avoid restrictions

2.2. Steady weight gain

2.3. Control age at harvest

2.4. Easy finishing genetics



Definition of product

ÅWarranted tenderness

ÅLean and marbled beef

ÅDesirable color, flavor
and juiciness

ÅPredictable system





High-quality grass (oats pasture 

followed by alfalfa pasture by 230 

days)
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Definition of product

Fatty acid composition

CLA, Ȏ6/ Ȏ3

Color of meat or fat

Vitamins (A, D, E)

Pro-vitamins

Desirable attributes:



Definition of system

Natural - organic

Environment friendly 
process



Tips for high performance

VSteady ADG for growth

VFinishing gains (above 1.8 lb/d)

VADG year-around greater 1.5 
lb/day

VGrowing-finishing period (after 
weaning) shorter than 18 months (12 
to 15 mo)

VAge at slaughter below 2.5 years

VNo restrictions. Min. ADG > 
0.8lb/day



Risks for pasture -fed finishing systems

Deficient quality (low marbling ðtoughness)

Nutrition management aspects :

* Low rates of gain ðHighly variable ðStress

* Nutritional restrictions

* Grazing difficulties ðrestricted intake 

Low gains ðLong growing ðfinishing period: 
more than 18 months,  low ADG: less than
0.80 lb/d)



* Old animal at slaughter (more than 36 
months of age) 

Finishing difficulty (final cover  fat deposition)

* Excessive struggle 

* Stress

* Compromised immune and glandular systems



Genetics/phenotype aspects :

* Large biotypes ðtoo lean at 24 months

* Late maturing ðlate marbling breeds



Grass-fed beef

1. Define the product we 
target for

2. Design a system with our 
resources

2.1. Avoid restrictions

2.2. Steady weight gain

2.3. Control age at harvest

2.4. Easy finishing genetics
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1.7 lb/d   
15 mo
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100% Grassfed  steer (6 mo restricted 18 -
month old at slaugther)


