
Range Forages and Stocking Rates

Derek W. Bailey and Sergio Soto-Navarro
Animal and Range Sciences
New Mexico State University



Forage quantity is the first and most important 
issue determining cattle gain on grass



Replacing a quantity of forage 

that would otherwise have been 
consumed,

by feeding an alternate

(long stem) feed supply,

is called substitution.
HEITSCHMIDT & STUTH

P. 57, 1991



Example of Substitution



Reasons to Substitute

ÂOverstocking

ÂDrought

ÂBlizzard

Torell 2005



A reasonable example of substitution


